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professional attainment must be an ornament and a blessing.

Any popular vice tending to retard the highest profession-

al })roiicie!icy, is decidedly pernicious, because it aids and

comfoi'ts clir.Wataiiry. May not a too rigid exaction of

unreasonable service from men of genius and intelligent

masters of tlieir professions, produce this result? They are

as much the creatures of the people as any other class of

publi'C men. The opinion, that the man of genius is anon-

descj'ipt, an exception to all general rules, altliough to some

extent correct, is in the main, erroneous and pernicious.

—

For, 23oweiful as is the man of genius, he is not omnipotent,

lie can, with means, and^ under circumstances appalling to

lesser minds, accomplish grand and startling results. But

he cannot })eiform impossibilities. He has formative and

plastic, but not creative power; that alone belongs to

the Deity. He must have material ; he cannot make out of

nothing. Like otlier men, he must be fed, clothed and

warmed : and it is askinof of him too much, that in an at-

mospl>ei;e of meplrltic vapors, he should inspire, only, pure

air—that in a time of famine, he should be sumptuously

fed, and that in a barren desert he should furnish fuel ibr

his fires. Yet all iLi-, and much more, is too often expect-

ed of the })rore3sional man. The people too often suppose

that he can be clieei-ful, happy and successful, without a

kind w . I, -A ;li veiiul smile or a single dime. For the poor,

I e iims !:i'' H :.^}atis, and yet contribute liberally to all be-

nevoirM! chh rpMses; Avhile the purse-proud coxcomb and

Uii- wealth ^ St y lock, deal out with grudging hand and mut-

ternij Ml', ' ' t T.ompetent fee, and leave him to infer that

lie jiighi u/ uu sjiilsiied with the honor of their patronage.

Although intellectual by far ti'anscends mamial labor, not

only in dignity, but in the impaii'ment and exhaustion of

physical healih also, the difference is not conceded, and oft-


